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Ddette' affects 2.2M workers,
over 600,000 in Region 6
By Francis Allan L. Angelo

More than 600,000 of the
over 22 million workers af

fected by Typhoon Odette
(international name: Rai)
were in Western Visayas.
This is according to the rapid
assessment conducted fay the In
ternational Labor Organization

0LO) in December 202L Odette
barreled through the country on
Declfit2021
InapressreleaseonFHday, the
ILO noted that while Odcitte hit

several regions across the country,

the impact an employment was
varied.

'Amongst the regions hardest
hit were Western Visayas that
saw 21% (672,000) of the work

force affected. Eastern Visayas

with 19% (343,000% and Cen

tral Visayas with 18% (643,000).
Meanwhile, in Caraga (Region
XH& nearly onethird of the re
gion's entire workforce (363,000)
was impacted,* it added.
By comparison. Odette direct
ly affected around onefifth of all

Odette. .. rompi
workers in each of the other three most impact
ed regions: Western Visayas (21 per cent), East
ern Visayas (19.3 per cent) and Central Visayas
(18.8 per cent).
The ILO assessment also noted that the "dev

astation of Typhoon Odette risks exacerbating
preexisting labour market challenges for vari
ous vulnerable groups."
For example, of the total affected workers,
nearly 839,000 (38 per cent) are women. Be
fore the destruction of Typhoon Odette, around
three in five of these impacted women workers
were employed in agriculture, wholesale and re
tail trade or domestic work  sectors where jobs
typically are lower paid and less productive.
Young people and older workers, both of
whom face distinct agerelated employment
challenges, account for an estimated 297,000
and 378,000, respectively, of the total impacted
workers.

Caraga and Eastern Visayas, the estimated share
of ownaccount and contributing family work
ers among the employed women and men im
pacted by the disaster is considerably higher at
48 per cent and 47 per cent, respectively," the
ILO added.

Although Typhoon Odette ravaged parts of
10 different regions, "the impact on employment
has varied by economic sector, reflecting in part
the unique structure of each regional economy.
In Western Visayas, 34 percent of the 672,000
affected workers are estimated to be employed
in agriculture with an additional 18 per cent and
7.3 per cent concentrated in trade and transpor
tation, respectively.
By comparison, in Central Visayas, a signifi
cantly lower proportion of the affected workers
is employed in agriculture (24.8 per cent), al
though manufacturing (8.3 per cent) and other
market services (12.5 per cent) account for a rela
tively greater share.
In Caraga, agriculture employs a high per
centage (35.9 per cent) of the 363,000 affected
workers, but a comparatively lower share is em
ployed in construction (7.7 per cent) and other
market services (5 per cent).
In Eastern Visayas, women and men working
in trade and construction comprise nearly one

Even before Odette's onslaught, many of the
affected workers were selfemployed with lim
ited income security and access to social protec
tion, leaving them highly vulnerable in circum
stances of a negative shock.
"The destruction of Odette on jobs and live
lihoods underscores this vulnerability. An es
timated 863,000 (39 per cent) of the affected
workers are selfemployed as an ownaccount third of the 343,000 affected workers.
worker or contributing family worker. In both

Odstte/p11

Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Odette' affects 2.2M workers over 600,000 in Region 6
The Daily Guardian
17 Jan 2022
Color
Front Page
Circulation
1,11
Readership
English
ArticleSize
Francis Allan L. Angelo
AdValue
Daily
PR Value

Full Color
112,130
112,130
575 cm²
PHP 24,643
PHP 73,929

